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“Our state is (not) doing a good enough job
keeping tabs on our child care centers and
family child care homes,” says Shauna Bird of
Sacramento, mother of eight-year-old Isaac.
The Community Care Licensing department
visits programs to make sure they follow
health and safety rules. But budget cuts in
recent years mean programs are inspected
only once every five years! 

“The long time between Licensing visits
gives centers and family child care homes a lot
of time to let things slide,” says Bird. “More
regular visits by Licensing would keep child
care safer.”

The Governor’s budget proposes to
increase licensing visits to every three and a
half years—but Parent Voices organizer Mary Ignatius says
that’s “not often enough when it comes to children’s basic
health and safety.” Parent Voices is campaigning for more
funds so Licensing can make more frequent inspections.

Getting active
Bird got involved in the campaign because “my son was

spanked in a family child care. This issue is so important
because children deserve to be looked after in a safe and
nurturing way.” Ignatius notes that spanking is not allowed
in California child care programs.

Bird joined Parent Voices last year after she heard about
it at her son’s child care center. “I went to two Parent
Voices rallies and their annual Knowledge is Power confer-
ence. I got really excited about some of the stuff they were

talking about. Over the past few months, I
have gotten heavily involved.” Bird is also
working on a degree in social work. 

Reaching out to all parents
Though Parent Voices often takes on issues

affecting low- and moderate-income parents,
the organization plans to reach out to “all
parents who currently use child care servic-
es” for this campaign, says Ignatius. 

Parents spoke out at budget hearings in
April and plan to also speak out about this
issue at Parent Voices’ Stand for Children
Day on May 2. 

—Amanda Montague

Child care standards in California

A recent report from the National Association of Child Care
Resource and Referral Agencies finds that California doesn’t
provide enough oversight for child care programs:
■ Licensing visits programs every five years, not quarterly 
■ Licensing is very understaffed
■ Parents can’t see inspection and complaint reports online.
Online at www.naccrra.org/policy/scorecard.php

“Keeping child care safe”

Parent Voices contacts:
SSttaatteewwiiddee::  Mary Ignatius, 415-882-0234. mignatius@rrnetwork.org
AAllaammeeddaa  ((HHaayywwaarrdd)):: Jennifer Greppi, 510-584-3111,
jenniferf@4c-alameda.org
AAllaammeeddaa  ((OOaakkllaanndd)):: Sue Retherford, 510-658-7101, sue@bananasinc.org
AAmmaaddoorr:: Brenda Bullington, 209-223-1624, ext. 109, Brenda@hrcccr.org
BBuuttttee:: Jane Haberman, 530-895-1677, jhaberman@valleyoakchildren.org
CCaallaavveerraass:: Cheryl Berg, 209-754-1075, ext. 115, cberg@hrcccr.org
CCoonnttrraa  CCoossttaa:: Candy Duperroir, 925-778-4739, candy@cocokids.org
EEll--DDoorraaddoo:: Heather Schaumann, 530-541-5848, hscfcslt@pacbell.net
FFrreessnnoo:: Lourdes Hernandez, 559-456-1100, louh@cvcsn.org
LLooss  AAnnggeelleess:: Catherine Pedrosa, 323-421-1200,
cpedrosa@crystalstairs.org
MMaarriinn:: Leah Benz, 415-491-5776, leah@mc3.org
SSaaccrraammeennttoo::  Virginia Cannon, 916-369-3387, Virginia@childaction.org
SSaann  FFrraanncciissccoo::  Maria Luz Torre, 415-343-3383,
parentvoices@childrenscouncil.org
SSaann  MMaatteeoo:: Nelly Puhachevsky, 650-655-6770, ext. 283,
nelly@sanmateo4cs.org
SSaannttaa  BBaarrbbaarraa::  Rafaela Frausto, 805-963-6631, rfrausto@sbfcc.org
SSaannttaa  CCllaarraa:: Mario Del Castillo, 408-487-0747, mariod@4c.org
SSoollaannoo::  Kathy Lago, 707-863-3950, ext. 111, lklago@solanosfcs.org
SSoonnoommaa:: Evangelina Sund, 707-522-1413, esund@sonoma4cs.org

Shauna Bird with Isaac.

A parent-run, parent-led 
grassroots organization fighting for 
affordable quality child care for all
Parent Voices chapters are hosted by child care resource and referral agencies throughout California.

SH
AU

N
A

 B
IR

D

13WWW.4CHILDREN.ORG MAY-JUNE 2007 ■ CHILDREN’S ADVOCATE


